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George Leonof 


| 
Ι RISING AIRLINE) FARES have 
both reduced the total number of 
| tourists travelling abroad and 
dampened the traveller's ardour 
| for distant destinations. A 
i statistical survey of this aspect of 
| world tourism has yet to be made, 
1 but airline operators and travel 
7 agents testify to the considerable 
᾿ Increase last year in the number 
: of people who opted for a vacation 
i In Israel. 
i Internal tourlsm here has been 
growing at an annual rate of about 
1 10 per cent since 1970, and the in- 
| crease last year rose to 15 per 
ἢ cent. Here, too, no complete 
i figures are available, but tourist 
i- hotels attribute a record 35.5 per 
cent of the year's total occupancy 
᾿ to Israelis — 2.8 million bed nights 
} 48 compared to 2m. in 1973. There 
is every reagon to believe that 
holiday villages and camping 
sites, which play host mainly to 
Israelis, registered a comparable 
increase, 
Considering that the growth 
; came about before the full impact 
: οὐ last October's 48 per cent 
ἱ devaluation and the subsequent 
i hike in travel tax, a safe predic- 
i tion is that an even greater 
| number of Israelis this year will 
Settle for a holiday at home. 
Should the present slump in 
foreign tourism continue — and 
thers is no sign of a reversal in the 
trend — Israelis will find the 
domestic tourism industry ready 
to meet them half way. 
At its recent aixth national con- 
ference, the Israel Hotel Assocla- 
flon called on its Executive, 
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branches and all members to lay 
Particular stress on measures to 
attract the Israeli vacationer. It 
also urged the Government to 
- Make at least part of the annual 
Vacation expenses tax deductible, 
Pointing out that this would have 
the effect of reducing travel 
®broad and result in conservation 

of foreign currency. 
“| ‘The appeal is likely to fall on 
deaf earg, "The Tourism Miniatry, 
., 01 the.one hand, has been 
émphasizing the growing ifpor- 
tance to the industry of domestic 
tourism; on thé other hand, it has 
ied found it possible to spare more 
ass crumbs for its Internal 
is: partment in thé 1975 


"ὴ Renee 


- VACATIONING IN| 


pre-devaluation 1L110,000 last 
year. 

On a recent visit to Israel the 
Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Camping and Caravan 
Federation, Egor Skorczenski, of 
West Germany, found the Israeli 
facilities no worse, and in some 
cases better, than those offered hy 
sites of comparable grades in 
Europe. His visit was in connec: 
tion with the I.C.C.F.'s decision to 
hold its annual International Ral- 
ly in Israel next year, Last year's, 
in Czechoslovakia, drew 7,000 
Federation members. This year it 
is being held in Portugal. 

New sites are being planned in 
Isracl on the shore of the Dead Sea 
at Ein Gedl, and at Moshav Dor 
(Tantura), south of Halfa. 
Jerusalem may join the Igrael 
Camping Union if the project to 
develop a site in the Jerusalem 
Forest. based on the Youth 
Recreation Centre, materializes, 

The orderly, planned develop- 
ment of tourism is, of course, tho 
Ministry's fundamental concern, 
{f not the only one, But it has for 
long contended that the numerous 
private factors in the industry, 
which exist entirely from tourism, 
do little 1 anything to promote 
business and tend to depend on the 
Ministry for promotion cam- 
paigns. The point has been con- 
ceded by some of Israel's leading 
hotel operators, and it has now 
been officially recognized by their 
Association at the recent con- 
ference. One of the resolutions 
adopted calls for cooperation and 
coordination among all private 
tourist interests to work out a joint 
programme for the development 
of tourism. ; 

One measure being mooted is 
how to assure that the rest-home 
vacation allowance, which the 
Government and a large part of 
the economy's private sector 
grant their employees, be in fact 
used for that purpose. Many-in- 
stitutions have over the years dis- 
pensed with the requirement that 
employees produce receipts to be 
eligible for the allowance, which 
many receive without spending it 
at a regt-home or even taking a 
vacation at all. 

The Government and the 
Histadrut are no less interested 
that vacations be used for rest and 
relaxation, believing that this is 
then reflected In both the health 
and productivity of workers. The 
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the Israel Hotel Association, 
quoted the Ministry's Director- 
General, Hanoch Givton, as say- 
ing that the Government Is unlike- 
ly to agree to grant any form of 
subsidy for vacations under 
current conditions of economic 
retrenchment. Vacations have 
been transformed from a mass 
consumption item to a luxury 


article, and as such would not be 
considered assential to Israelis at 
this time. 

Whatever the tax-laden Israeli 
may feel about the matter — anda 
fair indication may be that holl- 
day centres were swamped by ad- 
vanced bookings for Passover — 
the fact is that the Minlatry's not 
Inconsiderable machinery con- 
tinues to promote tourism in 
various ways, including expan- 
sion and improvement of the in- 
frastructure which benefits the in- 
dustry generally and the domeatic 
variety in no small measure, 
Much has been done over the 
years to fatten up the lean months 
at holiday centres when the tide of 
foreign tourism recedes, not only 
on holidays but 8180 week-ends. 

The Ministry's representatives 
sit on local boards for the promo- 
tion of tourism, together with 
delegates from the local 
authorities, hotels and other in- 
terested tourist factors. Some of 
the projects that have evolved are 
the annual cinema and art 
festivals in Safed, the special ear- 
ly summer honeymoon packages 
offered by Nahariya during May- 
June, and the bargain fortnight 
there for students in September, 
which have brought thousands of 
hed-nights to the Galilee resort in 
the off months, Tiberlas has also 
been shored up, and Lake 
Kinneret has become the site of 
annual aquatic events, including 
yacht and speedboat com- 
petitions, and a bleycle race. 

' Most holiday sites offer 
packages that include tours and 
special attractions, More and 
more are catering to group ac-" 
commodation by direct 
negotiations with staff com- 
mittees at various plants, offices 
and institutions. 

Camping Is enjoying a soaring 
popularity, with an unusually high 
growth rate over the past few 
years — an annual 80 per cent. 
Tarael now has 17 approved ‘sites 
— none in the luxury class, but all 


offering at least the minimal ser- Ν 
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THE MORIAH HOTELS 


‘offer visitors to Israel 
every modern comfort at the 


three locations 
every tourist is keen to stay at. 


ee ‘hl 
THE MORIAH HOTELS CHAIN maintains 3 highly 
graded luxurious hotels at locations which have stimula- 
ted the imagination for thousands of years. 


@ MORIAH EILAT HOTEL is a vacationer's paradise, 
right in the centre of the Hilat promenade; on the 
sun-kissed beach of the Red Sea, with all its diving 
and sightseeing facilities. It has been awarded 4 
stars; there are 110 fully air-conditioned guest 
rooms; each with its own phone and radio, and three 
spacious dining rooms. There is a bar, and a cafeteria, 
a swimming pool and a separate pool for children. 


@® MORIAH JERUSALEM HOTEL is a modern lux- 
urious 4-star hotel in the heart of Jerusalem. Hach 
of its spacious 171 rooms is fully air-conditioned and 
centrally heated, There is a well-equipped conference 
room and a well-stocked bar. [t is the centre of the 
‘holy places of the Old City and the institutions of the 
modern State of Israel, inchiding museums, theatres,. 
Parliament Building, University, etc. 


@ ‘The newest addition to the Moriah chain is the 
MORIAH DEAD SEA Hotel. This is a 5-star facility 
with 229 rooms, featuring a colour TV in every room, 
in addition to radio and telephone, and a large sweet 
water pool. The Dead Sea is.a well regarded health 
resort, in addition to being an excellent vacation spot. 
Medical and massage facilities are right at hand. A 
hot bath of. international standard will soon be . 
opened. 
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The management takes pride in the high standards of its 

family of hotels. Trained chefs are employed at each location 

to offer special delicacies for their guests, and all kitchens are 

certified. “Kasher.” Furnishings are attractively arranged, 
.. and well-stocked bars.are maintained. 
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. 7 δὲ Jericho, and, whether walking 
- oF driving, I suggest you travel in § 


a 
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Wilderness from the Ramallah 
region to the southern approaches 
of Jericho, it passes some of the 
most breathtaking vlews im- 
aginable — towering, cave- 
studded cliffs; luscious vegetation 
around each of its three rich 
springs; monasteries and her- 
mits’ dwellings, and spectacular 
aqueducts. 

Sltuated on the east of the 
watershed, the Judean 
Wilderness’ bleak ravines — Wadi 
Kelt, believed by some to be the 
Biblical Brook Kerit, among them 
— have throughout history drawn 
those fleeing from persecution or 
from justice, and others hoping to 
find peace and tranquillity away 
from the bustle of town life. True 
to the traditional pattern, in Wadi 
Kelt the Prophet Elljah is said to 
have taken refuge from Jezebel, 
Israel's wicked queen (see I Kings 
11). 

The length of the Kelt valley to 
the outskirts of Jericho is a bit leas 
than 30 kilometres, and the 
highlights are its three springs — 
Fara, Fawwar and Kelt — and the 
Greck Orthodox Monastery of St. 
George. At the outlet of the wadi, 
on either bank, are the ruins of 
twin caatle-forts, originally built 
by the Hasmoneans. 

You can plan the walk through 
Wadi Kelt as an all-day affair by 
starting from Ein Fara, or you 
can shorten it by beginning at the 
second spring, Elin Fawwar, thus 
cutting off some 6 km. You can 
shorten it still further by descen- 
ding directly to Ein Kelt from the 
Jerusalem-Jericho road, enjoying 
ἃ. picnic on the flat, sun-washed 
rocks bordering the spring. τος 
SHOULD you decide on Hin Fara 
ΒΒ your starting point, equip 
yourself with comfortable, thick- 
soled shoes; a sunhat and 
sunglasses; sandwiches, fruit and 
ἃ water-bottle; a compass and a 
large-scale map. The 1:100,000 
Ordnance Map, based on the 
British Survey of a century ago, is 
still the best, 

Ein Fara may be reached from 
Jerusalem by taking the bus to 
Shuafat on the Ramallah road, 
getting. off just before Shuafat, 
and turning right down a path - 
marked “to Anata’? — Biblical 
Anatot, birthplace of the Prophet 
Jeremiah. Continue past the 
village to a weli, or holy Moslem # 
tomb, known ag the grave of ἢ 
Sheikh Abd e-Salem, and go on 
along 3 km. of badly surfaced 
track to the first pumping station ' 
of Ein Fara, and another 8 km. to 
the second. 

Should you come by car, you 
may follow exactly the same route 
or drive past Shuafat and take the 
right fork to Hizma, where the 
road surface is better. From Hiz- ᾿ 
ma turn right to the well, and 
Proceed in the same way. It would 

advisable to have a second ἢ 
driver to bring the car to meet you 


& group, 
EIN FARA, producing 100 (dehy 


cublc metres of water an hour, 
Was one of the main water sources 


MEPS and-tlitration plant have Sylvia Mann 


SHOULD you decide to start your 
itinerary at Bin Fawwar, board a 
bus to Jericho and get off at 

= Ma'ale Adumim. If you Leer 
ng the dormant growth He lived in a cavern close to the 8 car, come to the same spot, then 
along the atone-strewn ation bed spring, and soon gathered a walk back a short distance and 
colony of hermits around him, for- follow the northward track mark- 
Overlooking the spring is a ming the first LauraintheJudean ed “to Ein Fawwar. Although 


small’ White Russian monastery. Wilderness, Later he founded a barely 8 km. as the crow flies, the 
“In its grounds Του! will find the- second Laura in.nearby Kerantel, hilly, tortuous path seems-much 
ruins of a Byzantine church and then a third — the Monastery of longer. . : 

the ‘traditional tomb of 8t. Souka, .today' known as Hirbet 


A square, cement-lined gre 

— at the mouth of and a pump house, mar' n 

Me seat Hexiten — or the Grotto Fawwar — the Bubbling Fountain 
of δὲ: Chariton — in the vicinlty,of  whare’ the mosaic floor-of a 
Bethlehem..: .. oe. Byzantine church was uncovered 
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The Monastery of St. George on the mountain scarp. (Below) Waterfalls splash in rook pools. 


PEASAN AND TOURISM SUPPLEMENT 


(Mann/Rubinger) 


{n 1931, when the pumping station 
was built. About the same amount 
of water wells up as from Ein 
Fara, some of which 18 led by a 


‘canal to a point above Ein Kelt, 


then falls to mingle with its waters 
and flow on to irrigate Jericho's 
fertile fields. | 

Between Ein Fawwar and Ein' 


‘Kelt twista a wild and lovely 5-km. 


stretch of the Kelt valley, As you 
near the lower spring you hear the 
sound of gurgling streams, and 
soon you are rewarded by a 
tropical picture of natural pools 


and rivulet; df lush green bushes 


and creeping plants — un- 
helievably refreshing In the dry 
desert air. 

Ein Kelt itself — incidentally, it 
can he reached directly by a path 
branching off from kilometre- 
stone 22 on the Jerusalem-Jericho 
highway — produces 800 cu.m. an 
hour. Except in mid-summer, 
many of the rock pools are very 
deep, and in order to get to the 
smooth white expanse on the 
further side, you must be 
prepared to swim or wade through 
water over your head! However, 
the sense of achievement, and the 
pleasure of drying off on the sun- 
warmed slabs, makes the effort 


3 well worth while, 


Continuing, you soon observe, 
In addition to the canal-fall from 
Ein Fawwar, a system of 
aqueducts and conduits, seme 
dating back to Hasmonean days, 
some from the Herodian period. 
Many were repaired and re-used 
by the Byzantines and Inter by the 
Crusaders, whereas others are 
modern, including the 37-km. 


" canal bullt by a Jericho Arab to 


Irrigate his banana plantations. 
A not-too-difficult stretch 
brings you across the Borge by a 


. bridge-condult to the picturesque 


Monastery of St. George of Cosiba 
clinging to the precipitous moun- 
tain side. One of the few desert 
monasteries stil] inhablted, its en- 
trance ig through a gold-and-black 


ἵν painted door at the top of a flight 


of rock-cut steps, 


INSIDE you ascend a second 
flight to the monks' living 
quarters and yet another to a 
dimly-Ht chapel where you will be 
shown a Magen David said to re- 
main from a fourth-century ΟΕ, 
synagogue, above which, in 530, 
Justinian erected a church. Ad- 
Joining is a room housing skulls of 
the brothers murdered during the 
Persian invasion of 614 C.E., as 
well as bones of the monks who 
died here, 

Gcorge of Cosiba, for whom the 
place !s named, was an early 
Christian saint from the 
Monaatery of Cosiba near 
Bethlehem, who became an 
anchorite in this part of Wadl 
Kelt. Slowly other hermits joined 
him, and the present Monaslery of 
St. George was founded, 
Destroyed in 614, it was rebullt in 
670, then restored in Crusader 
days. The building as it slands 
dates from 1880. 

Now comes the last lap of the 
walk through Wadi Kelt. For 
several kilometres the ground Is 
fairly level, then it begins to rise 
as Jericho appears in the dis 
tance. You will probably be tired 
but exhilarated, and glad to join 
the regular asphalted Jericho 
road. 

If you atill have enough energy, 
you can finish by inspecting the 
remains of the ancient citadels 
aituated 2 kilometres beyond the 
monastery and the same distance 
before Jericho, one on each side of 
the wadi bed. Recent excavations 
there have revealed perhaps the 
most luxurious of Herod's winter 
palaces. Grand halis: bath: 
houses; pools; sunken gardens, 
and an efficient system of 
aqueducts and conduits to It, 
mainly from Hin Kelt, attest to the 
magnificence with which Herod 
rebuilt the Hasmonean fortresses. 


-This really degerves a apectal . 


visit with a well-informed guide, 
So, during the Passover holi- 
day, you may take your choice 
between a long, tough, but ex- 
citing walk along the Kelt valley 
from Bin Fara te Jericho; a suf- 
ficiently tiring one from Ein 
Fawwar onward; and what will 
probably be the most popular — 
4n excursion from Eln Kelt to the 
. Monastery of St. George, then 


home, . 
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ministered. eon: wii 
CHRISTIAN TEIENDS BACK 

᾿ HOME. 
De luxe edition, 88 colour 
and 48 b/w illustrations. 
282 pp. 
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Moshe Pearlman’s . book 


Superb photographs taken 
especially for this volume. ᾿ 
Foreword by Prof. Yignel Yadin. 
The story of Moses, prophet, law- 
giver, statesman and resistance com- 
mandor, and the Ger ala spor! 
poking lag ἢ τὸν» τηνι κάτι οἵ 
the religion and the moulding of tho 
nation — are retold with rare drama, 
Insight and scholarship. 
De Luxe edition, 81 colour 
and 48 b/w illustrations. 
282 pp. 


THE DEAL GIFT FOR YOUR 
JEWISH FRIENDS BACK HOME 


Price in Israel: 1L69.50 
(Prive in the U.S.A.: $19.05) 


Avatitable In Bnglish, German, French, Dutch and Portuguese 
we au leading bookshops. 


PAPER-BACK EDITIONS OF BOTH BOOKS, 
FULL COLOUR AND UNABRIDGED, ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE AT IL39.80 EACH. 


Steimatzky 


JERUSALEM + TEL-AVI 


Eilat has a new hotel 
‘and. it is located in one- of its most ‘beautiful sections: — 


CBT LOT COKSAR HOT 


telephone, wall-to-wall carpeting, ‘full’ air “conditioning: and 
- all the other facilities of a resort. hotel. © : : " 


Reservations: Fel, 059-6161; dr P.O.B. 888, Hilat, 


NG 


THIS ISTELAVIV 


Museum fs unique, housed in part Kikar Malkei Yisrael will be 
of an old Turkish ham re m developed into a more-than 
(bath). routine special event. The pair 
The Ha'aretz Glass Museum on ting and entertainment falr in 
VISIT as a tourist does? Looking tne Te] Kassile archacological Sderot Hen is another attraction. 
for its distinctive features, absor- jound in the north reputedly Town Hall wants to have inns 
bing its sounds, trying to flee from holds one of the finest collections conventions held in Tel Aviv, 
its fumes, quarreling with its of its kind. has found thut it Incks proper 
people? Jn the Numismatic Museum, facilities --- Jorusalem's Bi : 
Tel Aviv is taken for granted ΒΒ. porogs the parking place fromthe Ha'oama, with its larg 
a place to live and work in. But qiags Museum, one may see the suditorium, Its conference rooms 
only 16 years ago, a booklet for aciual treasury of the Judean and offices, bents every oo 
tourists Issued by the Council of kings, recovered from a Negev venue (let the Jate Yevzerov- 
Women's Organizations in Isracl town, be remembered for hie 
on this “thriving cosmopolitan And people with a bent for perspleacity con this). Plans (στα 
centro" was oble to recommend jostaigia can have thelr day atthe Tel Aviv Congress Centre = 
as worthwhile seeing only “the tg) Aviv Uiatorical Museum, In ready, waiting for monoy 9 
beautiful new modern Frederl¢ the rooms of the former Town Hall hullding materia for thelr im 
Mann Auditorium" re ae in Rehov Bialik. plementation, 
newor Helena Rubinatein more, 
Museum of Modern Art.”* Besides, Phare “ire plenty HOWEVER, it da nol itil 
of course, the beaches and the THERE ARE expensive cating ur convention — that ὙΠΟ 
resort hotels, And the “ancient places, ospecially in Old Jaffa and visitors to ‘lel Aviy, but ΜΒ 
alty of Jaffa and Its famous shuk near the former Port, with a few natural resources; the — 
(market)." food speciallata In botween. the shops. ‘The sports area 
‘True, wo atill take our tourists 
to Jaffa, saying “there ia nothing seashore where you can rub Chub, on the city's northern 
else ta see." Which really is no shouldera with international com- -- though, for some reason, 


Sraya Shapiro 


longer the case, Tho Tel AvivJaffa pony in the lobbies and hava a Yad Eliyahu covered stadium wat | 


Tourism Association urges the gorgeous view of the setting sun. built in the south. 


good walkers to “Discover Tel ~ You-can eat much cheaper, and 
Aviv on Your Own" ina booklet of porhaps much betler, {f a takea the elty, though apecialized igi 


that title outlining eight long pitta-folafel or a steak-In-pitta tions appear on the map. 


tours. ‘The seashore between giong Rehov Dizengoff or around stance, if you are looking for +; 


Independence Park inthe northto the Jaffa Clock Tower. wy 


Clore Park at the approaches to Fioor shows at night. . 
Jaffa, offers a dip in the tranquil Theatres aoe 
pool, or a boating excursion from 
the Marina nearby. A stroll In you are lucky enough to get a and Hatikva bazaars are id 
Rehov Allenby can end on top of ticket. in the wor! μὲ 
the Shalom Tower, or in the maze ife tells 


bargain-price furniture. 


bedrooms, Rehov Ben-Yehuda 
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There are big hotels near the ly moving up luwards the County | 


The shops are spread all ov; 


Rehov Herzl; for high-class i 


The Israel Philharmonic — if the place to browse. The second oe 
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What 


in Elleat? 


this year's IL9.3.m. allocated Ὁ. 
the Ministry to varlous tourlet 
projects, no less than TL4.15m. 
goes to Ellat — double the sum it 
received in 1974, 

This will include IL700,000 for 
drainage and sewage-disposal 
systems, aneed starkly emphasiz- 


; ed by the February rains which at 


one stage isolated the low-lying 
hotel region from the airfield and 
the rest of town. The promenades 


}; which now skirt the port's 
northern shore will be further ex- 


δ 


tended and new approach roads 
laid and paved. I1800,000 are car- 
marked for landscaping and gar- 
dening, thus relleving City Hall, in 
its present straitened cir- 
cumstances from this respon- 


" sibility, and for the extension of an 


George Leonof 


adequate power supply and 
lighting. 

Eljat has persistently been 
pressing for an international alr- 
port that could take direct charter 
flights from Europe which alone, 
{ts hoteliers insist, would make 
possible its recognition as an in- 
ternational playground with 
Europe's nearest tropical coral 
beds and fish. Advanced plans for 
Its construction were postponed 
indefinitely as part of the general 
construction slowdown following 
the Yom Kippur War. Early this 


f month the Israel Lands Authority 


eventually sorted thinga out to 
find themselves red-faced — over- 
booked for the first time in years, 
mostly by Israeli reservations. 

The almost unanimous excuse 
of hotellers in this unenviable 
Position was that, in view of the 
post-devaluation economic slow- 
down, the stream of Israeli 
bookings had been utterly unex- 
pected. 

The fastest growing of Isracl's 
holiday centres, Ellat has become 
the major holiday mecca for a 
growing part of the Israel! popula- 
tlon, particularly the youth, 
Complete statistics are not yet 
available, but for the first 11 
months of 1974 Ellat's 17 hotels 
and two holiday villages recorded 
ἃ 48 per cent increase In occupan- 
ey, and 828,000 of the 507,000 bed- 
nights were taken by Israelis. 

From fewer than 800 hotel 
rooms in the summer of 1972’and 
1,130 a year later, the number has 
Town to 2,000 and is still growing. 
The 150-room Caesar has begin its 
running period a few days ago and 
another hotel is now in the final 
Stages of construction. They are 
not especially welcome additions 
in the conditiona of the global 
tourist recession, but it is hoped 
that the expanding internal 
touriam will help to absorb the in- 
crease, 

No other year-round resort has 
the Red Sea port's natural at- 
tributes of sunny weather, warm. 
sea and tropical submarine life, 
Combined with a desert and moun- 
tain: environment, and the 
Tourism Ministry [8 determined 
to spur completion of the current 
Bhase of the town's development. 

Some $50m. have already been 
invested ‘by the Government in 
Eilat's touriat facilities — an '‘ex- 

emely modest" assessment, 
Tourism Minister Moshe Kol says, 
n view of the changing rate of the 


decided to set aside 11,500 dunams 
north of Eilat for the airport, But 
ho date haa been get for the begin- 
ning of construction, nor is there 
any Indication that the national 
aviation polley, under which 
charters are severely restricted, 
will be relaxed as a special con- 
cession to Bilat. In the meantime, 
an agreement with the Arkia In- 
land airline permits travel agents 
abroad to quote an inolusive fare 
to Eilat which benefits from an 
"add-on" price arrangemont and 
convenient transfer at Lod. 

On the home market, Arkia's 
special Pessah package to Eilat 
encountered an enthuslastic 
reception which contributed in no 
small measure to the current 
boom In the town's hotels. This in- 
cludes a four-day vacation at an 
approved tourist hotel starting 
from IL552 per person at a two- 
star hotel, breakfast included, and 
providing for conveyance by taxi 
from airport to hotel. The 
“holiday'' offer is expected to re- 
main in force after Peasah. 

Visitors to Eilat this year will 
find two car rental agencies at 
thelr disposal — Koppel having 
joined the pioneering: Avis com- 
pany, and a whirling variety of 
tours offered by a number of 
operators, extending as far as 
Ophira. 

By next year, Eilat will boast a 
new and unique attraction — a 
Marineland at the Coral Beach 
near the southern limits of the 
port. Visitors will be able to go un- 
derwater in a large bell deep 
enough to see the fascinating 
world of corals and tropical fish at 
eye level, To ensure that the cor- 


als compete with anything || 


avallable along the Sinai coast, 
workers are now uprooting whole 
sections of the seabed at Di-Zahav 
and towing them under water for 
transplanting’ at the Marineland 
site. The fish will’ follow by 


ain Pound. He has appointed a themselves. 


: sixememibar catnmittee ‘ to.study. 


its turt 


_ Algo: planned — but for a later,.. 


terns her development as an 1Π-: unspecified date: a performing- 
€rnational ¢ centre, and of dolphins show. By , 


MARCH: 26,.1975° 


PLEASURE 
WILL BE 


THE PRIVILEGE “@ 


OURS «++ 


Come Joln the hundreds of familles 

from the United States and Europe who 
have already discovered the pleaaures of a 
vacation at the Country Club Hotel — 

the most modern and outstanding hotel in 
the Tel-Aviv area. 


Olympic swimming pool, tennis courte, 
sporte and games equipment, 

saunas, shopping centres, restaurants, 
snackbars and convention halls. 


... the pleasure will be yours 
‘and the privilege ours. 


EXE TA AIT (TET 


ΠῚ ΠΡ ΠΡ [{{Π1Ξ Ca 


TEL AVIV 
TEL. 415264 
P.O.B. 21077 


Gift-sized, colourful, to give, to read, to treasure 


Charismatic leader, brilliant statesman and 
resistance commander, first and greatest of the 
Hebrew Prophets, moulder of the Jewish religion 
and the nation, Moses comes alive in this 
fascinating and inspiring story for all ages. 
Faithfully following the Biblical record — with ΤΊ 
full-colour and many black-and-white illustrations, 


PASSOVER 


WHERE ITALL BEGAN 
THE SAGA OF 


MOSES 


byMOSHE PEARLMAN 


| he ideal gift 


The most famous story ever told — about the 
life and teachings of Jesua Christ, now brilliant. 
ly recreated in vivid descriptions and superb 
photographs of the Holy Land, giving a special 
sense to the identity of Jesua. Faithfully fol- 
lowing the New Testamont record — with 75 
full-colour and many black-and-white iMustrations, 
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RPORT 


You can call it8 milliard or 8 billion. 
Hither way, 


it isa record achievement. 

It is the total amount 

of Migdal-Binyan life insurance, 
now in force. 


It demonstrates 


the constantly growing confidence 
of thousands policyh 


usal olders 
in Migdal-Binyan, 


Israels leading insurance company. 
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-type plant which grows wild all over Israel, ulmost cerlainly inspired the design of the Temple candslabrum, 
(Below, fefi) One of the “seven species," the flowering pomegranate. 


; live trees on the 
flept ducing the old ways aa far as posstbie. (Below) Transplanted οἱ 
Bolof he Btute of 1 Wl. (Above! Noga Harewed (Left) Neot Kedumim ix home ton variety of animal Hfe. (Right) Recreating the botanical conditions requires repro: 7 
ἯΙ [ Ἔ ΓΗ. uit 
μονα — ἡδιοὶν terraced land, These had been uprooted during road-widening αἱ Shaar Hagal. 


LOVE OF THE SOL 


Story and photographs by David Rubinger 


WHEN THE PATRIARCH 
Abraham first came to this coun- 
try, he evidently sought to avoid 
the mistake Classically made by 
new settlers in inhabited areas: 
no clash between farmer and 
shepherd for him. The Canaanites 
were working their fields in the 


low-lying areas — 50 Abraham’ 


went to Elon More and to Alonei 

Mamre — note the name “Elon” 

—~ “oak"' — In each of the places: 

he ‘grazed. his -goats where the 

oaks grew, in the forests, on the 

hills. : ᾿ : 

What makes the days of 

“omer" following Pessah 80 

special, and why should you count 

them? : mo 

ες Try planting the speciés men: 
- Honed inthe Bible and ij rsing 

. them through the ‘post-Pessah 
‘climatic conditions, 

“soon find out What 

clént farmer tremb} 

Will it rain enough? 

much? will som 

εὐ lasting a few seco 

., buds?: οἱ h 

” night 


. Hareuveni believes 
‘the overriding feature of Jewish 


count the days of the omer, to sigh 
with relief when they were over on 
Shavuot, ushering in the summer. 
Digging for evidence of this 
kind in the Bible and Talmud is at 
the root of Noga Hareuvent's 
dream called Neot Kedumlm. 

On 1,500 dunams, within sight of 
Ben-Gurion Atfrport, in the hiils of 
Modi'in where Mattatyahu, the 
Hasmonean Priest, and his five 
sons burst into history, Mr. 
Hareuvent is in the sixth year of 
an attempt to recreate fn 
miniature the botanical culture of 
Biblical days with the help of 


, Many governmental, public and 


private bodios, 
The Dale of the Song of Songs, 


- the HI} of Menorah, the Fields of 
+ the Seven Species, the. Oaks of 


Avraham are all there, a}} 
atteating strongly what Mr. 


life tn this land 
Di 


was always: 


with them their love of the 

of Eretz Yisrael, the fear 
hopes of τις tapes 

ected in the pi 

ioe of the soll of this πε { 
thin land's calendar: | Md 
Jewish People surv να 
because It invented 


Neot Kedumim is 4 
portray this. Eventual ; 
contain al! the B Tak: 
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IN THE 1950s, a veteran Histadrut 
supporter in New York visited 
Haifa for the first time in his fe 
and called on his old friend, 
Mayor Abba Khoushy, at City 
Hall. The Mayor gave him a big 
welcome, drove him around town 
and showed him the sights. In the 
end, Khoushy asked his guest how 
he liked what he saw. “Ah, if I 
were a millionaire, Abba, I would 
live In Haifa, for sure," the visitor 
answered in his best Yiddish. 
Abba Khoushy, always ready fora 
compliment to his city aa if it were 
one to himaelf, eagerly asked 
him: “And why Haifa?" "You 
know, Abba,"" came the answer, 
“once you are a millionaire, it 
makes little difference where you 
live." The question ‘Why Haifa?" 
may be easy to answer for a 
millionaire, but the vacationer 
wishes to be convinced first that 
Haifa is worth more than a day or 
an overnight atay. 

The fact ia: there are sights in 
Haifa that should interest every 
open-minded visitor. First, a 
‘piece of advice to those who intend 
to holiday in Halfa: there are 
Municipal Information Bureaus — 
at City Hall and in Rehov 
Hanevi'im — which are equipped 
to give you the latest news on what 
is going on in town, what are the 
main sights and how to get there 
by bus (if possible), or in your own 
ear. The Government Tourist Of- 
fice, at Beit Hakranot in Rehovy 
Herzl, will perform the same ser- 
vice for the visitor, Israeli or 
forelgner, courteously and 
reliably. 

The Indisputable assets of 
Haifa are those of nature: the fine 
beaches which dot the coastline 
from the foot of Mt. Carmel, on 
the southern approach to the 
town, to Acre and beyond up to the 
Lebariese frontier, all within easy 
reach by bus and sherui, seven 
days a week. The southernmost 
beach {fa operated by the 
Municipality ond admission is 
free. Add to this that Halfa is 
Tarael'a only town in which buses 
run on Saturdays, and these reach 
all beaches during the official 
bathing season, 

Another gift of nature to the 
people of Halfa and their gueste ls 
the mountain, up to 480 metres 
high in the municipal boundaries. 
The National Parka Authority has 
established, within reach of the 
city by bus, the Mt. .Carmel 
National Park on an 80,000-dunam 
area, the largest in the country. 
Part of it, like that popularly 
known as Little Switzerland, are 
jewels, splendi{d for walking, 


Ee resting, breathing fresh air and 


observing tha flora and fauna of 
the area, a rare experience for the 
urbanite, In a few weeks an B,000- 
“dunam wildlife reserve, part of 
the Park, will be ‘opened to the 


public. And while you are at it,. 


drop in on the way to see the Haifa 
University campus, with a view of 
‘the sea west and northeast, over 
the Bay, the Plain of Zebulun and 
Galllee, 7 oe, : ” 
' Hf you are a walking addict, the 
Nature’ Friends: Soalety, the 
Labour Council,.and the Nature 


‘Protection Society — and: 
sometimes aldo the Municipality’ 


— have weekend programmes for 
hikes that laat from a few houra up 
to moat of the day. Those who take 
part in these. walks speak of the 
experience with enthusiasm. No 


radio programme, football match, 
bridge or other card game, οὐ. 


cultural programme can: tear 


them away from this Saturday: 


treat, The Carmel offers walks for 
legs of all conditions -— ‘steep 
climbs for those with. alpiniatic 
ambitions, or gentle onea for those 
who want their exercise {n smail 
doses. 7 rae : 
One of the finest sights on Mt, 
Carmel, indeed in the whole cotn- 


PAGE FOURTEEN 


ΠῚ “bane 


Yaacov Ardon 


try, is the view from Rehov Yefeh- 
Nof (Panorama Street). Except 
for the small park there—planned 
and planted by a New Zealand city 
engineer, the late Lionel Watson, 
in the late 1940s — no municipal 
administration has done anything 
about building a modest 
pedestrian promenade which 
would attract young and old to 
enjoy this enchanting panorama, 
with two or three open-alr cafes 
for the weary. 

The list of man-made attrac- 
tions is longer. There are two or 
three museums that are a must 
even for a visitor pressed for time. 
The Maritime Museum is a 
national inatitution and stands out 
for the wealth of ita collections 
and its Bast Mediterranean 
“profile" among such museums 
throughout the world. 

Next to the Maritime Musoum; 
at the city’s southern approach, 
stands the Naval and Tilegal Im- 


migration Museum, indicated by 
the authentic “Aliya Belt" ship 
that was reconstructed on the site. 

A visit is also recommended to 
the Grain and Bread Museum at 
the Dagon Silo adjoining the cen- 
tral railway station, Guided tours 
of the Museum and the interesting 
silo installation are held dally 
(10.30 a.m.), showing visitors 
some 5,000 years of evolution of 
grain cultivation. 

At the Music Museum and 
Library at 23 Rehov Arlosoroff, 
anclent and modern musical in- 
struments of many peoples are 
displayed, the largest colleation 
probably in this part of the world. 

There is a privately owned and 
maintained institute of Ur- 
banology (92 Sderot Hanaasi, 
across the road from the Dan 
Carmel Hote!), whose collection of 
books, mapa, photos, af altles 
around the world, of architectural 
and town-planning literature and 
of records on urban problems is 
unique and used by atudents of 
these subjects throughout Isracl. 
A visit {a instructive for anyone 


concerned with, and pained by, 
the looks of our towns. 

If broadening your mind will 
not spoil your holiday, visit also 
the Bahai Shrine, the world centre 


, and one of the main sanctuaries of 


this religion, the youngest of the 
world falths (not yet 150 years 
old) and spreading. 

What if you have your children 
with you? Take them for a ride on 
the Carmelit funicular subway, 
the only one In Iaracl, and for a 
boat tour in the port, 

Behind Gan Ha'em, the small 
eity park near Kikar Merkaz 
Hacarmel Square (accessible by 
Carmelit), Is a little zoo and a 
biological museum that are worth 
secing. 

You might also take them on 
the 80-minute bus trip (from 
Hadar Hacarmel) to the Druse 
village of Issflyeh and Daliat el- 
Carmel. 

What to do in the evening? It is 
easier to find answers for the 
Israeli tourist. Concerts and 
entertainment programmes are 
now held at the new Haifa 
Auditorium (near Merkaz 
Hacarmel), which 1861} is worth 
looking at outside and inside. 

The adjoining Rothschild 
Cultura! Centre has an ongoing in- 
teresting programme of enter- 
talnment, instruction and art 
shows, and the Cinomatheque bas- 
ed thore shows in the small base- 
ment hall of the Auditorlum out- 
standing old foreign films, Euro- 
pean and American. 

For the Hebrew-speaking 
tourist, the Halfa Municipal 
Theatre performs almost every 
night, and almost every week 
theatrical groups from Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem bring their plays 
to Haifa. There is plenty of serious 
muaic by the Israel Philharmonic, 
the Halfa Symphony Orchestra, 
chamber muaic groups (for {n- 
stance, covery Wednesday after- 
noon on the Haifa university cam- 
pus), and others. 

Art exhibitions abound both at 
public and private gallorion. One 
such oxhibition Is hold every week 
at the Ritz Cafe, in Rohov Halm in 
the Hadar Quarter — an old- 
world, Viennese ostablshment 
with nowspapora and periodicals 
in threo languages. 


On weekdays Halfa is a con: 
venient base for excursions Into 
Galilee. You can reach Agra 
Shavel Zion and Naharlya (end 
thelr beaches) even by a leisurely 
and convenient train trip. Acre 
with its Citadel and its fascinating 
Jewish Resistance Movemen{ 
Muscum, and its formidabie 
Crusader structures — much of 
these underground and tho best 
preserved In the Middle East — ity 
Turkish khang (and a bazaar held 
at one of them during Pegsah 
week), {a worth a full day's outing. 

The music festival at Ein Gey, 
also an annual Pessah ovent, 
begins this year on March 28, 

Naharlya and the amall Achzly 
National Park are pleasant 
senside attractions. 

A visit to the Holocaust 
Museum at Kibbutz Lohamel 
Hagetta’ot Is strongly suggested 
for those whose Zionist convic- 
tlons need reinforcement. 

At Rosh Hanikra, a short ride 
on the funtcular down to the grotto 
inside the rock and the view from 
the inn above it are fine holiday 
experlences for old and young, 

Haifa has fewer eating places 
to choose from than Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv. Because thore {s far 
leas ‘dining out" by Halfattes, the 


elty cannot support more. But | 


they are also mostly cheaper than 
elsewhere, which will affect 
patronage more than in the paat. 

Haifa's liabllitica are 
elsewhere: its serious air pollu 
tion (Mayor Yosef Almogl has 
vowed to deal with 11}; and the 
strained ambitions of the City 
Fathers, who belleve that urban 
growth, high-rise buildings 
everywhere, more hotels and 
public facilities will lure and hold 
the tourists. But tourists rather 
look for Intangible innate charm 
and an authentic zest for life ina 
town (han for sheer size, The late 
Mayor Khoushy, who ran the elly 
for nenrly two decades as a boss 
who knew beast, left behind hima 
alrong residue of dacillty and 
passivity among (he population. 
Civile Initiative, self-help, ¢x 
preasiona of individualism and 
self-respuct are slow-growing 
plints, which blossom beat in ἃ 
soll af freedom and genuine 
democracy. 


Israel’s Riviera 


Hadassah Bat Haim 


“THE RIVIERA of Israel'’ {s the 
way the partisan citlzens of 
Naharlya: describe their town, 


And truly it {s the same Mediterra- ἢ 


‘nean: that washes its shores and 
the same sun. that toasts ita 
“bathers, even somewhat warmer 
and certainly more reliable than 
the original place. 

This year, for its 40th anniver- 


sary, Naharlya: has co-ordinated ἢ 


ita tourist programma with Acco 
to the south and Rosh Hanikra in’ 
the north, Acco itself attracts 
many visitors who have an eye for 
ancient buildings and a. feeling for 


history. It existed asanimportant § 


port long before it becameé the 
capital of the Crusader Kingdom. 
“Like bringing fish to Acco," the 


Talmud tells us in a simile of the ἡ 
class of “Like carrying coal:to: : 
Acco is one. 


Newcastle,"’ ‘A tour of Aci 
-of: the items offered to guests in 


Nahariya. It will end up.At one.of: 


the famous seaside . fish 
reateurants. ἢ ἢ pe 

! Nahatiya's new Tourist Officer 
has worked out 8 programme that 
should make. ‘avery tourist: hap- 
py. For the grogarious thera’ aré 


‘similar -age and interes 
THE JER 


meetings ‘with local. people. of. 


are. leayons in skin diving and 


Swimming '‘:for'people who don't - 


ke to 


bouri is often to bo winkled out of 
hia hole undor the rocky shelf, 


THERE ARE other sports, 
Rigorous ones, like riding out for 
the day with Shmuel Bacall whose 
horse ranch on the outskirts of the 
town is now well known, and 
Guieter ones like chess and bridga 


with Hke-minded citizens, 


. There are the museums. The 
Folklore Museum in Acco, where 


ἡ all the costumes of the region, 


both ancient and modern, are on 
display, and the one In Nahariya's 
City Hall, where many 
archaeological finds of the area 


ἢ are housed: 


Folks interested In history will 


' have a chance to listen to talke fl- 


lustrated by slides about nearby 
. Places of interest and will be able 
to visit them with guides. Some 
_ Places are near enough to walk to, 
and there will be a number of 
tours on foot; and the bicycles 
which onea gave Naharlya a 
, fleeting resemblance to Amater- 
dam will be there for the use of 
- vialtors for making. trips or just 
 Figing round the town. : 


place for many placen in Galilee. 
Nazareth; Tiberigs, Safad are all 
‘on the programme, with mul- 
tllingual - guides accompanying 
-the ‘buses; In Peki'in, where. the 


here . 
“hfe 


. Nahatlya is thé jumping off: 
gdh ‘coming back with the children and 


Jewieh -Zeinatt, family has be 
1 lying. singe: Temple - fimes and : 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yohat ὁ 
: are’ sald'to, have 


hidden from the Romans, 8 Be- 
duin sheikh wilt entertain visitors 
to strong black coffeo In his (ent. 

The cable cars at Rosh Hanikra 
take people down over the cliffe to 
a visit of ungurpaased scenic 
beauty both inside and outside of 
the caves. 

Shopkecpera in Naharlya and 
Acco and in the kiosks by the con- 
cessions have joined in a scheme 
to give reductions to customers 
prosenting a voucher which can 
be had for the asking. 

Six hundred hotel rooms are 
ready in Naharlya, which has one 
four-star hotel, the Carlton, anda 
brand new three-star hotel, the 
Pallas Athenc. Mr. Kalman 
Tlechner, the Chairman of the 
Hotellera Association, 18 OP 
Umistic about the comlng seus 
Pessah was already two thi 
booked laat week, and the rest fe 
the year loaka good. Besides t 
annual attraction of Honeym! Ἢ 
weeks, when newlyweds τὴ 
showored with presents and ente 
talnment, there will also be, rou 


about June, a nostalgia festiva’- 


for old-timers who remember 
Nehariya when... and are 


ἱ 
' 
ῃ 
” 
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AMCOR’S NEW ECONOMIC 


PROGRAMME. 


A REFRIGERATOR THAT IS COMPACT OUTSIDE — SPACIOUS INSIDE 


There is an Alternative | 
A Refrigerator in Step with the Times 


Yes, there is an alternative. If you've 
wanted to buy a new refrigerator, or 
switch your old one, you can do it now: 
Amcor’s engineers now present you the 
Amcor 16 — the last word in 
refrigerators. 

Tt has been 
planned and 
designed to meet 
the special 
requirements 
arising in Israel. 
Its interior 
volume is 420 
litres, and the 
price is 
reasonable (if 
not positively 
low) in the light 
of its numerous advantages and what 
the competitors offer. Read this 
advertisement carefully. Find out the 
facts. Ask to see an Amcor 16 at an 
Ampa branch or at one of our authorized 
dealers. Then compare it with what 

the competitors offer. We feel this will 
be our best recommendation. 


More Refrigeration in the 
“Cold Keep” Refrigerator 


The American “Cold Keep” system 

used in the Amcor 16 is the key to its 
many advantages. This system, adopted 
sticceasfully in its forerunner, Amcor 18, 
replaces the conventional rock-wool 
insulation system. ‘Cold Keep” 

employs polyurethane foam insulation, 
world famous as the moat efficient 
thermal insulator. It is cast in one piece 
around the refrigerator, thus giving the 
refrigerator complete, even insulation 
on all sides. 


The result: The freezer temperature is 
ἃ low — 18° C. The walls are thinner 
(and stronger) and consequently you 
get more space inside, That's the 


Amcor 16 — compact, but with a huge 
100 litre freezer! The volume of the 
refrigerator proper is 320 litres! 


Dimensions 


With 
Mem. 


Height 
162 em. 


volumo 
Fem. [100 Utrea 


More Refrigeration — 


Less Electricity 


Did you ever figure out how 
much you pay 
for electricity 
each month? 
The 
refrigerator 
is plugged in 
24 hours a 
day, every day 
of the year, 
and the price 
of electricity 
has shot up. 


Compare and see how much electricity 
Amcor 16 can save you every month. 


Electricity consumption 


Average 
Avoraga cost 


Dally 
consump- 
tion 


Amcor (6 |24 kWh 


Other 
refrigerator 
of similar 


price for 


25 ag. | 


Amcor 16 saves you 20% on your 
monthly electricity bill for refrigeration! 


What other features does 
Amcor 16 have ? 


It comes in 4 colours: Woodgrain, olive 
green, red and white. A polished 
aluminium frame surrounds the door to 
prevent rusting, knocks and scuff marks. 
The door handle runs the full height 

of the door, to ensure easy opening. 

The cast door has a magnetic catch for 
maximum sealing. The 14 hp cooling 


unit is hermetically sealed. 


Dopth | Freezer) Retrigerator 
volama 
320 bitres 


per kWh | 2 monthy 
IL3fi 


TLAG 


ining AMARA cae Sates docs 


MCOR 16. 


‘refrigerator with the American. “Cold Keep”. system. 


"HAE JERUSALEM POST PESSAH AND TOURISM SUPPLEMENT 


All the shelves are movable and may be 
placed at various levels for maximum 
utilization of the refrigerator. The 
refrigerator compartment defrosts ᾿ 
automatically. Ice that accumulates on al 
the cooling plate is melted 
automatically. The water is expelled 
and evaporates, and cooling 
recommences automatically. The freezer 
compartment remains ice-cold; there is 
no need to remove the food stored. 


The ice in the freezer compartment need 
be removed only 3-4 times a year, 
a great advantage for the housewife, 


Two deep, glass- 
covered drawers keep 
fruit and vegetables 
fresh. There are also 
ege trays, a special 
place for a "Sipholux” 


soda siphon, and 
for cheese and butter. 

Adjustable feet keep the refrigerator 
balanced. 

The refrigerator is 

international ὥ @ Ot) 
standards, and food 

can be stored in it for 

up to 3 months. The refrigerator is 
for 5 years. 

We invite you to visit any 

Ampa branch or 

authorized dealer to see » 
with other refrigerators. 

Then you will be convinced that the 
Amcor 16 is your beat buy. 
Visit our new salesrooms 


special compartments 

made to the 3-star 

guaranteed for one year — the motor 
the Amcor 16. Compare it 

Ampa North-—48 Rehov Pinkas, Tel Aviv 


ISRAEL'S YOUNGEST 
ROOK STORE 


CHOOSE ONLY 


RON-LY 


i 


wishes you a happy 
Passover 


Jerusalem 
6 Rehov 
Du-Nuwas 


iGo 
Au 


Open All Day Bathing Suits 


9.00 o.m.—7.80 p.m. to compliment your figure 


Dealers in 
used books 


Specialists in Pigrimages 


Tol Aviv: δ Behov Shalom Aletchem, 

Tel, 09-60861 
Jerusalem: 10 Rohoy Hillel, 
Tol, O2-229311, 226000 


Ministry of Labour — 
Ministry of Education and Culture 2 
Government Institute of Technologicol Education 


JERUSALEM COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 


Registration for Academic Year 
1975/76 for Handassai degree 


Study courses (in addition to half-day Talmudic studies): 


® Physics/ ® Electronics and Radar. 
Electro-optics 4 Computer science 


The College is for students with a bagrut certificate or equivalent 
and a yeshiva background (after ‘army service), A degree of 
Handaasai ( Associnte Engineer) is awarded after a threa year course. 


Dormitory accommodations available for students from outside 
Jerusalem. 


Detaila. and registration: Academy Secretary 

P.O.B. 16031, Jerusalem: Tel. 02-581181 q 
Registration of soldiers: Unit for Guidance of Released Soldiers, 
76 Rehov Ibn Gvirol, Tel Aviv, 


ἫΝ _ 
NEA Jerusalem College of Technology 


Registration for Academic Year 
1975/76 for First Degree 
Study courses, (in addition'to half-day Talmudic studies): ζ 
4 Physies/Electro-optics * Computer/Aceountancy. 
ὁ Electronics and Radar ® Computer science. -᾿ 


The College is for studenta wWith’s bagrut goutticate’ or eqtvalent : 
θ).. tet, degres — 


pear: . ! τ Ξ 

a ; “ ruins of Herod's Palace, Depen- veyers who planned the Sharm & 
GeorgeLeonof ᾿ ding on the flight programme, he Sheikh highway. Tt now operated 
ony foe mak we τοῦ Beth also take you over eight planes, six of them slngle 

: Bethisham: and Beit Jalla, for a engined craft. The planes — ἴδ᾽ 
Peeve view of the Jordanian Partenavias, two Cherokees and, 
Ἢ avec posttlonis which shelled Jerusalem one Piper Cub — are based at the 
it, suspends eee Day War... “Herzliya airticld. In_ addition [0 
ure , peated two abreast even in the the scenic flights, the compaly 


th, ‘were-resumed.on larger of th 
Y eaumed, rge! e tive δὲ 
March 19 by Maof,. flying small . the. scenia - the inline phaLseee ony mi igive fying a 


single a 3 ’ Yun, the Itallan” 
Ble. and twin-engined Partouavia. 68,.each of the:alx “atructions, and ἢ rents out plane 
Pind “7.2 personal’ to consed pilots. Maof offices η 

Jerusalem, the’: Jerusalem Airport at Atarot ¢ 

ἃ, to the east, the” asaute passangers ἃ tat 
Moa ithe. within a half-hour, provider ie 
: Ὁ “Jena than two make the boo? ft 
ingles may have to 0", 
somewhat longer. Price 7 - 
i lem air jaunt [5 about /"~ 


‘ and a yeshiva background (efter army se! 
"ia awarded after a four year course." -᾿ 


Accommodation available for students ‘from,o 
’ Details and: registration: Academie Secretary το. 
. oF oes F.O.B, 16081, Jerusalem =. Tel.:02-681 
Registration for soldiers: Unit for Guidance of Reledsed Soldte 
76 Rehoy Ibn Gvirol, Tel Aviv. ©. 
‘+ All'atudleg are beid'at the ὁ 
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The dome of Mount Tabor rises from ihe Valley of Jezreel. ΑἹ ils aummil, velicved io be the site of the Transfiguration, 


OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 


Walter Zanger 


EVERYBODY SAID that the best 
thing about becoming a guide is 
that you get to take the Guide's 
Course. The course was wonder: 
ful. For a whole year we travelled 
up and acress the country, to 
places that were beautiful, impor- 
tant and interesting for those who 
would learn Israel's history. That 
was the last time we ever saw 
some of those places, for then we 
became Licenged Guides working 
in our profession, The tourists and 
the travel agents are alwaya in a 
hurry, So much to see and go Hitle 
time. Only the highlights. 
Massada, Kumran and Jericho in 
one day (only Hisham's Palace, 
‘not the tel of anciént Jericho, no 
lime!); 2 days in the Galilee; 3 
hours in the Golan. The 
professional life of a guide is 
I{miting. There are places I like to 
go to which only the rare traveller 
has the time or fnclination to let 


me take him. Here are a few of 


‘them, . 
KUBEIBA: Less than an hour 


* from Jerusalem. You go north on 


the Ramallah Road and turn left 


.. to Nebi Samwil, But when you get 


Just below the great mosque go 
straight on instead of ‘turning 
right up.to Nebi Samwil, You are 


ee driving right on one of the main 


Roman roads to Jerusalem: jt's 
an awful dirt track and you 


‘wonder whether your car will get: 
:., aut of there alive (it will). To rest 


your nerves, open the New Testa- 
ment to Luke 24. Two men are 
walking along the road’ tram 
Jerusalem, going to a village call- 


ed Emmaus, “about 60 stadia (12 - 
-km.) from Jerusalem." Other 


Greek texts say "160 stadia,"" In 


which case Emmaus is.at Latrun. . 


But we choose to believe the first, 
beacause we're ‘here; bumping. 


τ along the dirt road for about δ km.. 
itil. we reach Biddu. Ἢ . 

' Continuing straight ahead (the ἢ 
irdad gets better!) we soon get to 


the village of Kubelba, a lovely 


“spot, ttself worth’ the trip. The: 
great- Church j3':along the’ rand’: 
-Hit's closed between 11.454.m. and 
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3 p.m.). Exquisite gardens inside, 
with deer and peacack. And the 


_church itself Includes a Roman 


house, right alongside the Roman 
road to Jerusalem. That may well 
be the house to which the two men 
took Jesus when he appeared to 
them as they were walking along 
the read, and the church is built 
over its foundations to com- 
memorate the event. The present 
church dates from 1901 and is a 
smaller copy of Nebi Samwilt. 
Not content with seelng the 
church ttaelf, we walk around the 
corner. An enormous old olive 
tree aits right in the middle of the 
Roman road. On either side of the 
tree, for more than 300 metres, wa 
find ourselves walking along a 
Crusader street which 1s a com: 
plete Industrial zone of the 12th 


century. Room after room of wine: 


Presses, olive presses and im- 
plements of agricultural industry. 
Throughout the lovely garden we 
are in the Crusader village of 
Petit Mahomeria, settled in the 
11208 by Frankish peasants and. 
known to the. traveller Rabbi 
Binyamin of Tudela. The 
watchman speaks only Arabic and 


Ttallan and the coffee in the little. 


roid house 200 metres back ts 
Superb, 

You don't have ta take the dirt 
road coming back. Turning north 


paved road goes past Givon (el- 
Jib) to meet the Latrun-Ramallah. 
road just below Kalandia airport.. 


ASHDOD-Y AM: This is εἰ piace to: 


go if you want to:be pretty miuch 
alone on the sea coast, witha bit of 
history thrown in. A -romantic 
‘spot, but you have to walk about 
600 metres along: the sand to get 
there.. You must get the car as 
‘close to the sea and’as far south as 
.you can in Ashdod. They've: laid 
roads for new housing there,’ but 
you leave the car whiere you-can- 
and figure.out who is 


you 'some-history, i}: * 


South 6f'the; Yarkon Rivei ‘the 
great coast: itied“of -Philistia 
served .asangi i of 
Bgyptia: Ἶ . 


Since ἐπ: 
stable enough 


who is going’ to. 
catry the plenic basket while tall. 


the Idea of twin cities was 
developed, Thus in 8 οὔ the 5 major 
coastal aitica and in Rafah, 
Ashdod and Yavne (but not in 
Gaza or in Ashkelon) the elty 
itself was bullt some kilometres 
inland while the port facilities 
were built on the coaat itself, This 
arrangement dates from about 
1700 B.C.E. The same arrange- 
ment [5 to be found on the Madaba 
map (6th century C.E.), whore 
one finds both Ashdod and 
“Azotus Paralus” (le. by the 
sea), which is bigger and more 
important than Ashdod city Itself! 
᾿ς When you've walked a bit south 
along the coast, you start lo see 
enormous pleces of marble 
capitals and roof tiles, columns 
and bases stuck in the sand. Soon 
You reach a great walled fortress 
right on the aea shore, some Lroeg 
and bushea growing from the 
ruins of the sandstone walls, and 
you're ready for your picnic in 
what's left of Ashdod Yam. 

The caatle ts apparently of the 
early Arab period and may or 
may not have been used by the 
Crusaders. The name Castel 
Beroart appears on Crusader 
maps about here, but no Crusader 
pottery has been found on the site. 
The place was settled certaint: 
since Hellenistic times (3rd cen- 


- tury B.C.B,). 
at Biddu, a perfectly adequate . 


Let the kids dig in the sand — 
heaven only knows what they'll 
find there. : 


SHIVTA: We've all been to Avdat 
and some may even have made it 
to-Petra: in Transjordan, But who 
ever goes to Shivta? It's a lon 
drive to nowhere, and {t will take 
the entire day (unless you live in 

Beersheba). You've got to ‘drive . 
due ‘south of ‘Beersheba, along | 
What's left of the: old Tu Kish 

Ratlway embankment; past 

Mashabel Sddeh, ‘past ‘the new - 
road ‘that-connects.to 8d Boker” 


ome -15-20 ki 
Toad you'll a 


how the Nabataeans who built it 
got so smart. Starting as a Beduin 
tribe from Arabla, they settled the 
Negev in about 800 B.C.B, and ina 
faw generations developed one of 
the most sophisticated 
agricultural systems known to 
man. Tens of thousanda of 
dunams were farmed around 
Shivta. The secret was to use 
every drop of water, and what you 
want to look for is the amazing 
waterworks. Nahal Lavan was too 
big lo manage, so the Nabatacans 
dammed it into a 4x8-metre 
channel (that's the size of the 
National Water Carrior!), And 
from the dam through a com- 
plicated systom of channels, 
drains, ditches, terraces, walls, 
tunnels and carthworks. Far too 
large a job for private enterprise, 
Shivta was a tightly organized 
centrally controlled Operation. 
One can only wonder at the dis- 
cipline and energy of the settlers. 

The town Itself is fascinating, 
and unusual. Founded In 95 C.E., 
{t was conquered only 11 years 
later by Trajan (Herod tried to 
beat the Nabataeans but never 
could — they controlled the whole 
of.the country south of Hebron, 
from the Arava to the port of 


ly Gaza) and abandoned in 125. Then 


Shivta was resetiled as 8. Chris- 
tian Byzantine aity, from about 
350 until sometime before the 
Crusades; Unlike Kurnub {t had no 
wall, but all the houses were built 
with their outer walis Joined, mak- 
Ing‘a solid outer face. There are 
1,280 rooms inside and the city 
must have held Something lke 


ig 5,000 people. Water was, of course, 


the main problem (1 hope ol've 
brought a few canteens with you), 
‘and even. the streets of the town 
‘are: designed: to catch tun-off 
water to. fill tha cisterna, Follow 
this: matter. carefully. The more 


you look the amarter the’ 


Nabataecans bégome,- : 
εν Three large churches adorn th 
city, with monasteries attached to 


:two ‘of them, ‘and: next. -to. one 


there's ἃ, mosque, ‘The: North 
ig: the largest and moat 
ts worth: 


a modern Basilica commemorates the miracte, 


(Rubinger) 


I know of in the country. If you 
have enough strength to move 
some sind jn the chapel next to 
the chureh you'll even find a 
mosaie floor. 

As you're walking around 
wishing you'd brought more 
water, note the unique doorposts 
— with capitals on the bottom as 
well as the top of the post. Note, 
too, the urchoa in the rooms spac- 
ed Just far enough apart to hold 
large slabs of stone for the floors 
of the second storey. Both items 
are Nabatacan (nventlona. Nolte, 
loa, on your way out, the com- 
plicated wine press: a central 
Atone floor to squash the grapes 
but around It small cubicles. It 
looks as if each farmer brought 
hia harvest lo the press, stored it 
In his own locker, closed the door 
80 as to prevent theft and/or con- 
fusion, then unloaded his crop 
onte the work area when his time 
came, and presaed the grapes into 
the caich-basins below. 
Meanwhile, someone else got to 
use the cubicle walting his turn. 

Go to Shivta soon: it's too hot to 
be much fun in the summer. 


STUCK IN THE NORTH? Two 


more suggeations, quickly. Find _ 


the road that goes west out 
Tlberlas to Kefar Hittin and Arbel 
(easier said than done). Stop at 
Moshav Arbel. Follow the painted 
sign to the look-out. You can 
without too much trouble to the 
peak of the Arbel; the view Is sen 
sallona]. Then down the bare 
tain. The path [6 well marked, i's 
directions painted on a rock; 
an easy walk of a few hours, 
there's a surprise castle on t 
way thet you never knew exist 
The only problem is that someone 
has to take the car and meet yu 
at the Beduin village πὶ the 
tom {you'll come out at the 

ning .of the .Tiberlas-Maghar 
road). . ᾿ 


AND FINALLY, when was ti, 


last time you drove up the 18 halt 


a ‘a. 
pin kends to the top of Mt, Tabor: * 
Everybody sees Tabor from below ἡ 
“but vary, few make ‘it to the (OP. - 
. ‘There's 


Barluazt : church 


thd “there, some ‘torrifi¢ ‘Crusader . 
y ruins; and ἃ magnificent view." : 
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Over three million Jews came to Jerusalem to observe 
Passover in the year 65 C.E. 


The introduction of machine-made matzo! in the 19th 
century led to a fierce rabbinical controversy as to whether 
the machine process caused fermentation, which would 
make the matzot forbidden on the Passover. 


nD 
YOu 
KNOW 
ΠῚ]... 


These, and many other interesting, facts about Passover and its meaning through the ages may be found 
in the Encyclopaedia Judaica. Its 16 volumes encompass every branch of Jewish knowledge; the Bible, 
Jewish history, practice, thought, literature and mysticism, as well as the role played by Jews in world 
culture, are only some of the subjects covered in depth. 


There was a custom in Europe that when the celebrant 
mentioned the saror (bitter herb), while reciting the Hag- 
gadah, he pointed to his wife. 


Tt was customary to keep the afikoman as a protection against 
the evil eye. In some places, it was carried around by preg- 
nant women who would hold it while giving birth. 


One of the most famous illustrated Haggadot of the Middle 
Ages depicts all humans with birds’ heads so as to avoid 
making any human likeness. 


SPECIAL OFFER FOR TOURISTS 

SEE OUR REPRESENTATIVE AT THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA 
INFORMATION DESK IN YOUR HOTEL LOBBY, 

OR SEND IN THE COUPON 


| BJ ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA 


/KETER PUBLISHING HOUSE JERUSALEM LTD. 


PLT Tn Se 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA 
P.O. Box 7146, Jerusalem, Israel 


Please have your representative contact me with 
information about the Encyclopaedia Judaica. 


Name - τ - 
‘Addresa - 
City — Phone 
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“WEDNESDAY, MANOH 46, 1978 


THE JEWISH PUBLICATION 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 


Publishers of 
Quality Books of Jewish Content 


Sue Kerman 


WHAT COULD BE NICER! A 
holiday in Eilat and Neviot 
(Nueiba) with an old friond 
visiting from Canada. Three 
whole days of sun and swimming! 

We reached Eilat late Tuesday 

afternoon without a hitch — or ac- 
tually with a pretty good hitch, 
straight from Beersheba at over 
160 kilometres an hour, We decid- 
ed to stay over-night at the hostel 
and started out early the next 
morning for Neviot. Little did we 
know that this was going to be the 
first episode of many catastrophic 
encounters to follow over the next 
few days. 
Halfway to Neviot the driver 
suddenly pulled over to the side of 
the road and informed us that 
something was leaking. He then 
proceeded to hail the first car that 
passed and disappeared off into 
the desert with promises of a 
quick return. 

Next to disappear was the local 
Beduin fishmonger, who just 
walked off to the beach and scttled 
down into a little hut which I 
assumed belonged to him. Then 
the one soldier with us caught a 
vide with an army car, and there 
we were — five Beduins squatting 


We cordially invite you to join the growing 

number of readers who are enjoying the 

benefits of membership in the Society at 
substantial savings. 


Antong nearly 200 titles now available you will find: 
HAGGADAH AND HISTORY by Josef Hayim Yerushalmi 
LEGENDS OF THE JEWS by Louis Ginzberg 


A SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF THE JEWS 
by Salo Baron 


THE JEWISH CATALOGUE: A DO-ET-YOURSELF KIT 


THE PROPHETS by Abraham J. Heschel 
ISRAEL AT THE CROSSROADS by Eliezer Schweld 


GATES OF BRONZE by Haim Hazaz 


zle. During the night It started to 
pour and in the morning the rain 
wag still golng strong. My friend 
ventured to suggest from time to 
time that so much rain in the 
desert must be a bit unusual, to 
{n a semicircle in the sand near which I responded In my most 
the bus with their cassette tape authoritative old-timer voice that 
recorder blaring the latest what did he expect! It was 
Cnirene hits, staring acrossattwo February — still winter — and 
Englishwomen, ἃ young boy (who there was no reason why there 
for some reason began doing shouldn't be a bit of rain, But 
pushups in the middle of the gradually I became leas confident 
road), and my Canadian friend about my knowledgeabllity, and 
and I being serenaded by the bus by 8 a.m. we decided to high-tall it 
radio. out of there as fast ns possible. 
Finally wo decided to forgo tho’ We got a ride to (he road and 
reat of our Egged bus fare and then realized that we didn't havo 
also proceed by thumb. Three onough moncy for the bus uniesa 
quarters of an hour later we were wo cashed a Traveller's Cheque. 
settling down on the Neviot beach So we went acrosa to the cafe 
to get as much of the sun as we where we encountered the only 
,eould from what was peeping honest restaurateur Iefi In the 
through the quickly gathering world: sho sald it waa illegal for 
clouds. Towards evening, her to take Traveller's Chaques. 
however, we decided to move un- So back we went to the trempiada 
der the sholters and sacrifice the to get soaked for a while longer 
pleasure of sleeping beneath the until we were lucky enough to get 
stars as it was beginning to driz- ἃ ride back to Bilat — Probably on 
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with ailthe comforcof a fir sotel 
In the unique religious atmosphere of 


KIBBUTZ 


When 

touring Galilee, 
inake your 
headquarters at 
Lavi, where rooms 
are airconditioned 
(heated in winter), 
where tha taal is 
strictly kosher 
and minyan 
always 

athand 


Gut if 
you prefer to 
al of 
touring - pluaye inte 

the swimming poal 
{mixed of separate 
bathing), οὐ enjoy the 
founge with its 
exclusive gifishoap. 

a cafeturia 

ul aur 

restaurant 


relax ins 


Marja Wolska day holiday there, including the 


round-trip flight, all meals, 
transportation within the area, 
and accommodations of s!x to 
elght in a room, the partictpanta 
paid IL816 for adults and IL716 for 
children. 


4 PESSAH SEDBR will be held 
: tonight at the foot of Mt. Sinai, 
fal : Ε s just a few kilometres from the 
fait ane ting Sea c ᾿ Santa Caterina monastery. The 
ΔΑ ΤῊΝ Shs Ora TIBOR: guests, who reserved thelr places 


long ago, belong to a group which YES 
knows .about what is perhaps the of the mache a 


I all of. the Society’ 

pie ea hongh τὰ Lhe 4 camps, and In fact Δ ΑΝ at ies an: 
‘ -- not luxw 

τς holidays. These are the “Vaca. deemed te ok oe Fiver 


‘don Camps". run by-the Nature . 
Protection Society, which. are, 


— BOOK 
᾿ open only to members {about | 
20,000 throughout Israel). -- ΄. ‘ta 


τ YOUR ? TR iP $ A BROA D WITH fl The camps are held at the 18. 


τος ἡ fi} Field Study Ceiitres throughout 


¢ ᾿ ἐ Asrael, run font! 
: ΓΑΥ͂ ele) ὁ ΞῚ "1 (el el a3 : ‘ael, run jointly by the Society 


And the Nature: Protection 
: Authority. Intended'prinelpaily ἀν 
are : ΠΕΣ; ΠΣ educational: ‘Institutions ἴον. 
‘©: EUROPE — AMERICA — CANADA -- AUSTRALIA groupa, these facilities 
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. ‘TEL: AVIV 5 Rehov Bograshoy 
4.4. HAPPY HOLIDAY. .. 
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The rcains came 


one of the List vehicles to traverse 
that rond without difficulty for ihe 
next few days. 

We reached the Ellat Central 
Bus Statlon at 9.50, just missing 
the 9.30 bus to Beersheba, which 
we later realized was the last bus 
to get through. But at the time we 
didn't especially mind that we had 
a chance to change our clothes 
and warm up before the next bus 
left. Promptly at 11.20 we took up 
our positions in the stairwell of the 
back door, since there was only 
standing room left. Beside us sat 
an old man very apologetically 
complaining because the window 
above his seat was missing and he 
was getting completely soaked, 


© After he was very inadequately 


pacified, we set out feeling very 
smug that we had managed to 
avoid disaster by tho skin of our 
teeth and muttering platitudes 
about extremely good luck always 


Β following on bad. 


About an hour and a half later 
we discovered that our bad luck 


# had just begun. ‘I'he bus suddenly 


eame to a halt. When we stood up 
and looked around us we saw 8 
regular convention of buses and 
private cars. Their passengers alt 
congregated in a group about 10 
metres ahead watching a reapec- 
tuble medium-sized river — 
earrylng bushes, rocks and trash 
-- rushing across the only road 
between aur preacnt point fn 
Nahal Paran (Wadi Firan) and 
Beersheba. I overheard one man 
comment that the next time the 
radio reported roads being wash 
ed out and people being stranded 
from flash floods in the Nogov, he 
would be much more sym: 
pathetic. 1 lended tu agree with 
him. 

To ent a long and arduous day 
short, we spent the next five hours 
watehing huge senl-trailers bare: 
ly make thelr way across the 
river, wriggling from aldo to side 
In the current, only to reach the 
other side and be stuck at what 
muat have been another overflow: 
Ing wadl ~- but worse. One group 
took out their aupplies and 
prepared themacives a hot meal 
by the side of the road while 
others took pictures and one 


want to do anything at all, there! 
no presaure on him.” Some of the 
Soclety's outings are, in fact, 
organized as ‘family events. 
Other “vacation camps" now in 
full swing for the Pessah hollday 
aro taking place in various patls 
of the country. At the Har Gilo 
Field School between Jerusalem 
and Bethtehom, for instance. at 
four-day full board Pesaah holl- 


day was priced at 1L240 per pel 


son for accommodations of two 
aroom (down to IL,200 for four in8 
room, with cost per child, 
1L185 depending on accom 
modation). ‘Tranaportatlon to the 
camps [8 included in these rates: 
but, says the Society, “bring 
own towel.” 

In Upper Galflee, at Mt. Meron 


-where the Centre Is at the or 


trance to the Nature Reserve, the 
cost for the five-day Pessah 
day was from IL360 10 : 
at Ma'agan Michael, halfway 


range for four days, © 


1L280 and T1300. For the younge? 
etic, @ mor 
movable. aac? 
he. Ellat area, cov" 

ays of Pessah δ 
commodations 


between Haifa and Tel Aviv, the - 
suited to families, was betwee? . 


out 
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fellow chased after some huge 
lizard-like creature. 

Finally, just when a class of 
religious teenagers were in the 
middle of their afternoon prayers, 
an Israel Defence Forces 
helicopter arrived and informed 
us that in case we hadn't noticed, 
it was impossible for us to con- 
tInue northward, and they 
suggested we try to make our way 
back to Eilat. However, these 
reports weren't authoritative 
enough for our two Egged drivers. 
Instead we had to drive back to 
the nearest moshav so they could 
phone the office In Eilat and ask 
them what to do. The office, in its 
not too realistic omniscience, 
suggested that we go back to 
Nahal Paran and wait another 
hour. 

So back we went. After about 
half an hour, the generally good 
spirits of the afternoon began to 
wear off on a woman tourist with 
two hungry children. One loud 
shriek from her convince the 
Eggcd drivers that it was definite- 
ly time to head back to Eilat, with 
or without permission. And so we 
departed, to the strains of a hora 
being danced by the group of 
schoolchildren who had the warm 
meal under their belts. 

When we finally reached Ellat 
at about 7 p.m., the first thing we 
discovered was A small knapsack 
we had accidentally left behind, 
sitting untouched in the exact 
same spot we had forgotten it over 
seven hours previously — so much 
for the local security! 

Being somewhat low on funds 
at this point and also not too anx- 
ious to make the long trek back to 
the hostel, we made a bold 
attempt to bed down for the night 
in Eilat's brand new bus station. 
We felt that we deserved at least 
that as recompense, The local 
authorities, however, didn't take 
too kindly to the idea, They waited 
till the rain started coming down 
ἐπ torrents again to inform us that 
we weren't going to enjoy thelr 
hospitality that night. 

So back we went to the hostel 
and on the way we began Lo dis- 
cover how much worse for wear 
Eliat really was from these 
torrents. We were later to hear 
and read storics about the hotel 
complex being completely cut off 
from the rest of the town; of a 
truck driver who had been pluck- 
ed out of a wadi by helicopter just 
as his truck was about to sink 


ini — 


doors, set young budgets back by 
only 1.140, 

So much for bargains which it is 
now too late to take advantage of. 
Now ts the time to plan for the 
8ummer months of July and 
August, In which camps will again 
be held throughout the country, 
and when the facilities in the 
Golan are in special demand. Laat 
year the Society's bulletin an- 
nouncing the summer camps ran 
& message, next to the details for 
the Golan camp, ‘All places 
already booked." 

Holidays organized by the 
Nature Protection Soctety are 
different for two reasons. First, 
they are very flexible (although 
the camps are avallable only on 
fixed dates) because they have 
‘been planned to sult various tastes 
~ for families, for good hikers, 
with.excursions of varying grades 
of difficulty, and always, with 
“Nobody having -to do 
everything." Some are organized 
for those with private cars, giving 
additional mobility to the outing. 


: ‘Pthers are planned to make possi- |W 
: 1A, Participation of observant 


~“Amillés. Thera are ‘‘Week-ends,” 
4lso δῇ specified dates, with par 


‘ansportation to’ ‘the fleld 


ae 
NESDA’ 


MARCH 46, 197% 


clpants: providing thelr own food | ‘ 
a τὸς the id (Confinned on page 28) - 


altogether; and many more, As 
we waded through the deluge 
around the hostel, I hesitated for a 
minute about going up there to 
sleep, as it looked as if the whole 
hill on which it stood could easily 
be washed away during the night. 
But not having much choice in the 
matter we went on up. 

We spent the next two days 
clther waiting at Egged in case a 
bus just might leave (which as a 
matter of fact is when I got the 
fantastic tan about which my 
friends have been complimen- 
ting) or catching up on the various 
adventures and misadventures of 
our fellows in misery, 

We learnt that the poor old man 
who had sat in the well-ventilated 
seat on the bua had spent Thurs- 
day night at his sister's, With his 
best interests at heart, she had 
shoved him out of the house at 4 
a.m. so he would be the first in lIne 
for the bus. On his way to the sta- 
tion the poor old guy was robbed 
of his case and glasses — the 
former of which he later 
recovered minus 100 grams of 
salami and IL100; and we found 
him later that day still searching 
for his glasses at the scene of the 
crime. He kept insisting in his 
broken Hebrew that his asaailant 
wags obviously a very foolish 
fellow, as he was only a simple 
workman and didn't have much 
worth stealing anyhow. 

Then there war the soldier who 
kept showing up with a different 
female every two houra. 

Finally, on Saturday afternoon, 
we found ourselves sitting with 
another couple playing hearts ina 
local cafe. They suddenly got up, 
disappeared for about 20 minutes, 
and returned beaming. Out of 
desperation they had bought planc 
tickets out of Ellat on the after- 
noon plane. That suddenly no 
longer seemed like such an outlan- 
dishly expensive solution. 
However, our total lack of funds 
made it an Impossible one for us. 
In the end I decided to swallow my 
pride and I asked them if they 
would Jend us the moncy to go 
with them in exchange for a place 
to stay in Jerusalem and a guided 
tour of the city. They agreed. 

And go it was that at 4 o'clock 
that afternoon we finally flew oul 
of waterlogged Eilat, swearing to 
return only in the height of 
summer, when the weather was 
guaranteed to be over 30 degrees 
Celsius and very dry!! 


school. These “week-end” prices, 
which includes a guided waik and 
overnight accommodations, are 
from around IL30 per room and 
up, (rather than per individual) 
depending on the number in 8 
room, 

But the main attraction {s not 
the low price, though this well 
suits the times. The Society's 
facilities Include excellent guides 
who know the land intimately and 
can cope with any emergency. 
The entire varied framework 
provides an unequalled opportuni- 
ty to get to know the country and 
to enjoy a completely different 
vacation with people of slmilar ln- 
terests. Nobody choosing to go on 
such a holiday is interested in 
bringing the city to the country. 80 
the entire group |s self-selected. 
Evening: “entertainment” is a far 
cry from what happens at usual 
resorts: here, it usually involves 
lectures, with slides, about the 
particular area of the Field Study 
Centre. But Sf you prefer simply to 
sleep off the morning or afternoon 
alk, nobody minds: - : 
For new alim, the programme 
is a fine way to get to “know 
Israelis.” Although the language 
of the guiding is Hebrew, many 
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guides also know English, and 
“you will always find people Ln the 
group who are glad to translate." 

The Society recently produced 
a booklet in English summarizing 
available tours, but this does not 
list the planned dates for the holi- 
day canips. 

““My parents, who came to this 
country over 50 years ago, were at 
ἃ camp at Mt. Gilo last year," 
reports a Nature Soclety member. 
“They said 1 was the best vaca- 
tlon they've over had here, and 
want to return to the same place 
this year. The food waa good, the 
ntmosphere wonderful, the 
children well-behaved; nobody 
*bothers' you though everybody is 
friendly — and In fact, they made 
new friends at the camp." The 
guests are a wide cross-section of 
the Isracli public — teachers and 
students, professors and scientists 
ithe Society's Rehovot chapter is 
especially active), pensioners and 
soldiers, housewives and moshav- 
niks. 

Children, who are especially 
well cared for by the Society, even 
get camps of their own. Readers 
of ‘Sal'il.'" a monthly nature 
magazine published by the Socle- 
ty for the 10-14 age group, had 
their own four-day camp eartler 
this month, at Mt. Gilo; the cost, 
including transportation from Tel 
Aviv and many organized group 
activities, was 11.240. (A 
magazine for even younger 
children is also published: 
“Pashosh.") A seven-day camp 
for youngsters interested in 


archacology starts this weekend 
at the Gilboa Field Study Centro, 
at Ma’ayan Harod. 

For all these opportunities — 
and many, Many more, such as 
the excursions planned nearly all 
year round — membership of the 
Nature Protection Society is a 
prerequisite. Annual dues are now 
1L30 for families, IL20 for 
students and soldiers. 
Membership brings with it the 
Socicty's bulletin, which gives 
details on all forthcoming camps, 
week-enda and excursions, as wel! 
as articles of gencral interest. 
Topics covered In the last issue in- 
cluded, among many others, 
“Who's Afraid of Geology?" 
“Winter Palaces of the Second 
Tomple Period in Wadi Kelt," 
“The Great White Heron,"' and 
“Following an Ancient Road 
through the Sands of Sinai*' (in 
Hebrew only). Discounts are also 
available to members on certain 
items — Including nalure books 
and publications. 

The Soclely’s main office is in 
Tel Aviv, at 4 Rehov Hashfela 
(near the Central Bus Station); 
Tel. 03-36083/6. There are also 


branches In the matin cities, which - 


carry on their own activities: the 
Ramat Gan branch, for instance, 
[s unusually active, Details on 
branch activities are carried in 
the bulletin. The Society's Book- 
ing Department (Tel Aviv phone 
number: 08-35066) is ready to give 
free advice to individual members 
planning their own touring 
holidays. 

“If we could open up more 
places like our existing Ficid 
Study Centres,'' said a Society 
member recently, ‘we could fill 
them eaally,”" 


Solomon’s Song 


SHIR HASHIRIM: Teva, Alila 
Vealegorianryy ,aviorvwn PU 
wwe (The Song of Songs: 
Nature, Epic and Allegory) by 
Yehuda Feliks. Jerusalem, Socie- 
ty for Biblical Research in Israel, 
and Te) Aviv, Sifriat Maariv. 
125pp. IL18. 


L.I. Rabinowitz 


THE BEAUTIFUL Jewish love 
idytl, King Solomon's Song of 
Songs, owes its inclusion in the 
Biblical Canon of the Bible to the 
fervent advocacy of Rabbi Akiva, 
who declared (Mishna Yadayim 
11:5): ‘‘Heaven forfend that 
anyone should question the sancti- 
ty of the Song of Songs. If all the 
Sacred Scripture is holy, the Song 
of Songs is holy of holies."’ He saw 
in 1 an allegory of the eternal love 
between God and the Jewish peo- 
ple, a love which "many waters 
cannot quench, nor floods can 
sweep away" (Song of Songs 8:7). 
In this he has been followed by all 


Rabbinical commentators. And 
Shir Hashirim is read at the table 
at the end of the Scder and at the 
Pessah Sabbath morning syn- 
agogue service. 

Bible critics, however, take 
Song of Songs literally as an 
Oriental love song, some even 
regarding itasa collection of such 
songs. Those who regard it as a 
unity, though they differ in detail, 
are in substantial agreement that 
it is based on the story of a 
beautiful pensant girl who Is 
wooed by, and falls in Jove with a 
king, and deapite the difference of 
background and the disdain of the 
aristocratic ‘‘daughtera of 
Jerusalem" — as well as the fact 
that the king has at his disposal a 
large harem — love In the end is 
triumphant. 

Yehuda Feliks, Professor of 
Botany at Bar-Ilan University and 
of Talmud at Tel Aviv U., accepts 
this view. He analyzes the Song of 
Songs, however, with many 
original and novel interpretations, 
including flashbacks and dreams, 
and salves his Orthodox con- 
science, so to speak, by including 
Rashi's allegorical commentary, 
which is based on the traditfonal 
interpretation of the Midrash. Be- 
ing an outstanding Biblical and 
Talmudie botanist and zoologist, 
he gives the flora and fauna of 
Song of Songs spccial treatment In 
his commentary. 

This 117-verse poem mentions 
no fewer than 24 species of flora, 
each of which Prof. Feliks iden- 
tiflos and fully describes. He 


emphasizes his oft-repeated con- 
tention that the famous spice gar- 
den described in 4:12-14 is an jm. 
aginary one, since few of the 
apices and perfumes mentioned In 
it grow In Israel. 

He Is equally detailed about the 
fauna, but the most original 
aspect of his commentary is hig 
view that the love song is based on 
a comparison between the 
progress of the lovemaking of the 
two lovers with the life cycle and 
the final mating of the Zeri, which 
he Identifies wilh the Carmel doe, 
He writes: 

“The Zevi lives under the 
proteetion of [5 mother until tt at- 
tains puberty, but when it leaves 
its dam, the males und the 
fomaica congregate in separate 
herds. At first the two sexes are 
indifferent to one another and 
avoid associntion. When the time 
of heat comes, however, the males 
begin to seck the females. This 
wooing takes the contrary forma 
of running together, then fleeing 
from one another, and mutual 
secking for one another until at 
last mating takes place." And the 
Zev! usually returns to tho site 
where it was born for this conaum- 
mation. 

Prof, Feliks finds every one of 
these phases in the development 
of the love between the maiden 
and her lover, and when the 
daughters of Jerusalem taunt her 
that the king has left her, she com- 
forts herself by assuring them 
that it follows the pattern of the 
love cycle of the doe. 

The volume ia tastefully 
produced and inchides a detailed 
Introduction and illustrations of 
all the flora and fauna mentioned 
in the Song of Songs. 
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Kinneretland 


David Slav 


FOREIGN TOURISTS in Israel 
often draw our attention to a fact 
we seem almost to have forgotten 
— that despite its small size, 
Israel offers an enormous range 
of possibilities for both restful 
vacationing and active sightsee- 
ing. A vacationer can bathe or sun 
himself at the Dead Sea or Red 
Sea in the middle of winter, when 
only a four- or five-hour ride could 
take him into the middle of a 
snowstorm In Safad or to skiing on 
Mount Hermon. 

But in the milder months of the 
winter it isn't necessary to go 
even that far to find these striking 
contrasta: they hold between the 
sunny shores of Lake [Kinneret 
around Tiberias and high, aplen- 
did, wintry Safad nearby. The 
reason is the great difference in 
altitude — Tiberias is 210 metres 
below sea level, while Safad is 900 
metres above it — and the result is 
a great diversity of climate, 
weather and vacation oppor- 
tunitles which has turned thia tiny 
area Into a continuous zone of 
almost year-round tourism, 

We'll begin with a section that 
has undergone a revolutionary 
change: Tiberias and its 
neighbouring hot aprings, Twenty 
years ago the area was still the 
victim of the ancient Israeli pre- 
judice that ‘people go to Tiberias 
only in the winter, not in the 
summer, because {t's too hot 


then; and they go only if they're 
arthritic enought to need the hot 
spring. Now, thanks to con- 
siderable effort by the Springs 
Management, the Tourism 
Ministry and the Tiberias hotels 
all this has changed. The springs 
and their medical facilities have 
been modernized, and most of the 
town’s hotels have been air- 
conditioned. But even more im- 
portant — the average Israeli has 
finally discovered that besides the 
Springs, Tiberlas algo offers Lake 
Kinneret. 

It is said that this splendid and 
appealing lake has few equals in 
the world, at least in so far as one 
can bathe in it both winter and 
summer, These qualities, added 
to the area's dry climate, have jn 
recent years led to the setting up 
of a whole string of lakeside 
bathing beaches, both at Tiberias 
and near the Upper Jordan Valley 
kibbutzim that abut the lake. 

On the Tiberias side of the lake 
there are not enough bungalows to 
meet the demand. But across the 
lake, the kibbutzim of Ein Gev, 
Ha'on and Maagan have act up a 
first-rate network of beaches, 
bungalows, camping. grounds and 
parking lots. The kibbutzim 
(which aro organized Into a kind 
of association linked to the Jordan 
Valley Regional Council) have set 
up most of these European- 
standard facilities in the midst of 
eucalyptus groves near safe, 
shallow-water beaches. 


dividuals — can reach the 
facilities elther by car or public 
transport, set up a tent (rented on 
the spot if neceasary) under the 
trees, and use the campground 
facilities, which include drinking 
water, cooking gas, and com- 
partments in communal 
refrigerators. The more affluent 
can rent bungalows, or even 
prefab villas with all the luxury of 
4 suite in a four-star hotel. The 
villas and bungalows all come 
equipped with kitchen, bath, elec- 
tricity, gas and refrigerators. Out 
on the campgrounds there are 
supermarkets stocked with food, 
and beach gear for rent. There are 
also playing fields for adults and 
children, lifeguard stations, even- 
ing entertainment programmes, 
and a warm family atmosphere. 
The Maagan campground also has 
8 restaurant, and at Hin Gev 
there's the fish restaurant of the 
late lamented Gershon. 

There is a good chance these 
beaches will come to be a major 
attraction bringing economy- 
minded tourists from both Israel 
and abroad, in addition to the 
well-heeled visitors who go to the 
hotels in Tiberias and Nof Gin- 
nogsar, Already in the last few 
years a kind of spring, summer 
and autumn touriam hitherto un- 
known in Israel has developed 
here — the week-end (and holiday 
week-end) family outing. 

Once the camp is sct up, the 
time ia spent in swimming, fishing 
and boating in the Kinneret and in 
taking short hikes into the 
hinterland. With the end of the 
weekend everything and everyone 
piles back in the car, which joins a 


VACATIONERS — families andin- long procession of vehicles 


through Tlberlas on their way 
back to thelr various homes 
throughout the country. 

Lately this novel form of 
recreation has attracted an of- 
ficial eye — that of the Kinneret 
Authority, worried that the tens of 
thousands of week-end invaders 
may pollute the lake, To prevent 
this, the Authority has installed 
chemica) toflets and refuse recep- 
tacles at the various campsites, 
Including those along the 
northeast shore of the lake. They 
have also assigned sanitary in- 
spectors to the Improvised camp- 
sites, which by the way do not 
have drinking water. 

Another of the visitors' short- 
comings is that they do their 
visiting only on weckends. As a 
result, bread and dairy products 
sometimes vanish from the 
shelves in Tiberias before 
everyone can get hia fill. It would 
be a good idea for the Tourism 
Ministry's Internal Tourism 
Department to try and corrcet 
this situation. 

This kind of vacationing would 
seem at firat glance ta be out of 
the question for the car-less part 
of the population; but they, too, 
arrive, thanks to motorized 
friends and neighbours, And 
there's aiso Egged, which runs 
tours to Galilee and the Golan. 


ANOTHER kind of tourists are the 
Christian pilgrims who make 
Tiberias thelr base for three or 
four days spent touring nearby 
holy places and cruising the lake 
in the boats of Kibbutz Hin Gev's 
Hevrat Hashayit. 

Indeed, the further north one 
goes from Tiberias into Upper 


Galilee, the more signs of Chris- 
tian tourist activity one sces — 
mainly in spring and summer. 
There are a number of hotels and 
guest houses attached to 
churches, which cater to Isracli 
and foreign Christians: for cxam- 
ple, the Russlan Garden at 
Tabgha and the Mount of the 
Beatitudes. 

Further north still we come to 
three modern kibbutz guest- 
houses — at Ayelet Hashahar, 
Hagoshrim and Kfar Blum; the 
last also runs an outdoor Engllah 
course for vacationers. Also worth 
noting is the rest-houge at Kfar 
Giladi. 

Upper Galilee is well supplied 
with sightseeing and vacation 
apots, the most outstanding being: 
Hurshat Tal and the Dan Nature 
Reserve; then, further on, the 
Nahman Alexandronl 
campground near the historic 
Καὶ Nimrud in the Gotan: and 
finally, far to the north of this, the 
Hermon ski slopes, where at 2,600 
metres ahove sca level the 
residents of Moshav Neve Ativ 
plan to take paying guests in their 
houses, winter and summer. 

Of course, we can't close 
without mentioning Safad and 
Mctulla. Safad the splendid has 80 
far not managed to break through 
the ‘60-day gap'' — that is, to at- 
tract visitors outside the July and 
August school-vacation time. 
(The only exceptions to this are 
the High Holy Days and Pessah.} 
Metuila also suffers from getting 
visitora only during the two 
school-vacation months; and its 
nearness to the Lebanese border 
and Fatahland docs nothing to 
make !t more attractive. 
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MOSCOVITZ 
INSURANCE AGENCY LTD. 
15.Rehov Herzl (Municipality Bldg.) Netanya 
Tel. 058-2220, P.O.B. 148 ; 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE. 
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